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On Some Philosophical Problems in Rachel Carson’s
Three Books about the Sea

Tsuo-Ming Hsu”

Abstract

The most famous and influential book of American ecologist Rachel
Carson is Silent Spring, which was published in 1962. This book, which is
characterized by scientific rationality and literary eloquence, shows Carson’s
ecological expertise and literary talent. Besides, Carson wrote three books about
the sea, all of them best-sellers: Under the Sea Wind (1941), The Sea Around Us
(1951), and The Edge of the Sea (1955). Although the fame and influence of the
three books are far less than Silent Spring, they also reveal Carson’s
extraordinary knowledge and skill in ecology and literature. In this paper, I
argue that we can find that the three books are relevant to some important
philosophical problems confronting the areas of philosophy of science,
environmental ethics, and environmental aesthetics.

Keywords: Rachel Carson, Under the Sea Wind, The Sea Around Us,
The Edge of the Sea, philosophy of science, environmental ethics,

environmental aesthetics
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? Rachel Carson, 1994[1962], Silent Spring (New York: Houghton Mifflin Company), p. 1.

4 Ibid., pp. 2-9.

* Aldo Leopold, 1968[1949], 4 Sand County Almanac and Sketches Here and There (New
York: Oxford University Press), p. 215.

® Stephen R. Kellert (%) » &% (3F) » 1998 (4 &bl ip @ 4% §ichi=+ fail §
i) (2411 ) 0 F 140

7 Neil A. Campbell et al., 2009, Biology: Concepts and Connections (CA: Benjamin
Cummings, 6th edition), figures 37.8 &37.9, pp. 746-747.
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" Ibid., p. 5.



ST AS L 2achg RS wE 225

a3 0 2 % & w3t g (psychological) o Km s Ao R iz B L shi
44 = & LA W 34 = (understandable) 3 o AL B2 2B Basay
AR R AR A A ds e o 1

IEEmal 5 AV BRIRDCER EIDOERE - RAREEEE LR > #ER
HIS 2k > AlZREIYITT RERNUIRACHERE -

(TRIJEL T ) SEAFHIRL 1941 & - FREFHIRI L2 HH#H 21T
B F# (behaviorism) ° & RFEFERLGEEIE R T0OE ) (mind) BJE
i HRATTRAIIHSE - TR YR EF (biological determinism)
A<z fid - CEHILTIH o R H KRR EE B B L
DA St @8 ny L8 © B —JH > Al H EHERIEE
HAAEIEXRIREE - HEE R - ®t7E (FEEET) TE—F
THIRIER  BUE > RREEIN SRR S - R AERE R RIS
BTk WREFELE -

RFARTERE Rynchop SEFER EAYMUK BRGER - T EAFEIHER
o FLZREEERFRAGLR - FRIREEEREY G NEEH
SERN H S EENY) - 7ESE B E) o (RIIL B UK S B Y R
g » /N BT H B AR 2R IR /K - Rynchop {52 AR IRF RS -
PR SR S AR E = E A -, R R > /A
AR S Y L BR B IRAR b - SE (BB B - tiG 2/ NAaRIk S
HHEEEWER » DU LENERE - MR e R H A AR B K 3R
Fram R E ©

12 .

Ibid.
13 Christopher Badcock, 2000, Evolutionary Psychology (Cambridge: Polity Press), p. 111.
4 Rachel Carson, Under the Sea Wind, p. 11.
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5 Ibid., p. 14.

' Ibid., pp. 14-15.

"7 Christopher Badcock, Evolutionary Psychology, p. 111.
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> F 180
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' Ernest Hemingway, 2003[1952], The Old Man and the Sea (New York: Scribner), pp. 29-
30.
P 2013, (S DAFEBE) (E40 0 fe) 0T 61620
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3 g

1bid.



HAT AS L Tarchg g wa 229

HIBR M AREEE o Bk —EIEE ERETEEE - HRIRERS
DABUA E G L2 Al © 8 EER A B - &R REt
DA R 7 175 JBR HA SR Y R 2t > SE R PR A BRI T« fEE W E 5T
o BB S RITEEAIE » > AN T IRREHHEERA | -

HEHR AL A A BIARER - MR REE - P& Tk HF
TRE A RIS E SR 2 L - A > BEERCERAT > Al 28
DI R A RERE o RARR ¢ " A DUAE IR 7 =02 AR BA 1T 2 N B AT Y
FRPE I R 2E 9 (protoplasm) » MG - * FAREH T HH
PIREERTAE © R4 V) an{n] s 6 B AR d RO AR dy B iR i AN v filg
%1 (intangible) (R - T H %A N SHERA RS S - 7

Wl - EERE RS REAIEE: - I HEER T Bk, 1Y
FHAEMOCE - W1 TPk nTRERR R IR A Y ST FUE A B
S o UhTEREENEE - RIS FUFETIRPAME - MMy HE
ERTHERTEF A FHENTFHREY F2aEE - —#ERA
rERE R B T L AN T, TE AR TE, ETEE
) EEERE

AR B HE A > T E LR TTEERY (It seems probable) » 7R >
1658 IR WE T B A S FUs g e FREE Y ERE —fabix -
i~ & B SRR E T EA T - P ISR A R e
EERE > BRI — R AIRE R - KR Y E WA AT RETE

* Ibid., pp. 4-7.
> Ibid., p. 7.

% Ibid.

77 Ibid.
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* Neil A. Campbell et al., Biology: Concepts and Connections, p. 18.

%% Ralph J. Fessenden, and Joan S. Fessenden, 1990, Fundamentals of Organic Chemistry
(Singapore: Harper Collins Publishers), p. 1.

3! Neil A. Campbell et al., Biology: Concepts and Connections, p. 2.
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32 Rachel Carson, 1998[1955], The Edge of the Sea (New York: Houghton Mifflin Company),
p- L.

¥ Ibid.

* Ibid., p.2.

33 Rachel Carson, The Sea Around Us, pp. 10-11.
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%% Neil A. Campbell et al., Biology: Concepts and Connections, p. 299.

*7 Rachel Carson, The Edge of the Sea, pp. 3-4.

¥ Ja g F4 £ A Neil A. Campbell, 1990, Biology (CA: Benjamin Cummings, 2nd edition),
p- 608. Neil A. Campbell et al., Biology: Concepts and Connections, p. 371.



ST ARG Az nchg g em 233

Jeib b oo 1B R A L E SRR o e 2% 53]
E I RN TRl PR e A N A T 9 =R

Brhg g o

Wilky » RAGE(EDCE SRRl - PR T K 1608 1y
B8 ZhE(LREAT " AR, FRES -

158 E BT » KRR " BORZUHIEAZ F] (I felt a strong
sense) * 1E3&E 2 YR I 54 » e st AT O AH 2 A] 23# Mk - DA
KB R ) Az o b A0 E TR FR B T 58 25 LR IR [ Y AN B
g > EIBEE R R SRR BT o TBLE DURT RS TH R B RL A
BRGNP -, * R T RZIRE | R BT
MILEZR BT BERAIE B LN - BB E R E T4
e o IPTERRER © AR - FELLSEIRAVSUE T - BEE s —E AR

BRI E # ¥ 4 (environmentalist) B¢ 3 (5 & " BRI E #E
(environmentalism) » JRE[JES sz RpER 5 Eil AR RE (R G 2

EMEEMUEEKREGEHEEENEE > BE LmEEE -

Bannon 4341 :

S

FUREWARZ G 4 RhEatdak AT 2 cho S o A piE
FELGRF LN TRHE [ - 2BR AR hd s TR

Foprfed BF chi G AR AL - B o H- B K B ik

=~

FoRpddibh- £ I B BEERRER A Ptk S h

Rl 2R F Lo R 3N R HRELERPE AT

39 Rachel Carson, The Edge of the Sea, p. 5.
“ Ibid., p. 6.



234 (" Gyiek) 7604
;152\3?1@)& = X ﬁ‘;’f"%}}_% 4 o 4

Bannon ;&5 (#7347 » Wal s HE TR - &€ T HIE , MBI IREER
"ROH L PRGRERE L HFEHE - B2 FERRNE
BEOELER A ©

Bannon 731 : T BRERMEAYRTRE - BEAEEIERXEE + HR
HFTVEERFR RS > A T IEWERY 5 (correct) 3]
@ REEHERAR o A EHESE RIAIERET (picturesque
aspects of landscape) o, ** FiTa [ IERER , FEHAE - FEIRERE
REHRIEE R - ©

BRI > By 7 EEBRI RS MR MEE T L
L BTGB IREL o S R EORAEERE - 4k T mi S A

TERT ) RAEREERRRIE A o FTImERE B E LR ¢ B ERE SR
"ATREEH ) AEREERERIEIRGE - R by "Bk, R -
SEBL BT S ANl fh i ERIEERE BB B ?

Ry - B (R LRy " kg ) FE > ER R R mE
SifE > CHEEERECERCR RS HE > I H B BRI A 78
ARy TSETE RN I > G E. Moore FrftFFHY " HAERAVZE
R YRIRE SRR -

4! Bryan E. Bannon, 2011, “Re-Envisioning Nature: The Role of Aesthetics in Environmental
Ethics,” Environmental Ethics Winter 2011, p. 415.

2 Ibid., p. 416.

B Ibid., p. 418.

* G. E. Moore, 1993 [1903], Principia Ethica (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press), p.
62.
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* Neil A. Campbell et al., Biology: Concepts and Connections, p. 10.

4 Karl R. Popper, 1960[1959], The Logic of Scientific Discovery (New York: Basic Books),
pp. 40-42.

47 Rachel Carson, The Edge of the Sea, p. 250.
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HIFGAEE -, (“All men by nature desire to know.”) **

* Richard McKeon, ed., 2001, The Basic Works of Aristotle (New York: Modern Library), p.
689.
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Books.
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