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Rolston and Objective Intrinsic Value in
Ecological Environment

Chia-Jung Lo”

Abstract

Whether or not ecological environment has intrinsic value has been a topic
of deep concern for the contemporary environmentalists. On this matter, J. Baird
Callicott and Holmes Rolston Il are the two most representative scholars.
Callicott argues that the ecological environment has a subjective intrinsic value
whereas Rolston argues that the ecological environment has an objective
intrinsic value. This paper will first clarify Rolston’s claim to objective intrinsic
value, then further illustrate Rolston's responses to Callicott's subjective intrinsic
value argument, and finally conclude with a comprehensive review on Rolston’s
objective intrinsic value argument.

Keywords: Rolston, ecological environment, intrinsic value systemic value
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2 Holmes I11 , Rolston. 1988, Environmental Ethics: Duties to and Values in The
Natural World, (Philadelphia: Temple University Press), pp. 192-197.

® Ibid., p. 187.

* 3] B Rolston, 1988, Environmental Ethics: Duties to and Values in the Natural
World, p. 216.

® Rolston #§t4Mms— #AEKBRT B BT AGHBA— TN A K
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® Holmes 111 , Rolston. 1988, Environmental Ethics: Duties to and Values in The Natural
World,
7 Ibid., p. 217.
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8 Ibid., pp. 203-204.
® Ibid., p. 204.
19 314 Rolston, 1988, Environmental Ethics: Duties to and Values in the Natural World, p.204.
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! Holmes 111 , Rolston. 1988, Environmental Ethics: Duties to and Values in The Natural
World,
2 bid., p. 113.
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* Holmes Il , Rolston. 1988, Environmental Ethics: Duties to and Values in
The Natural World, (Philadelphia: Temple University Press), p. 188.
7 Ibid., p.192.
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2 3. Baird Callicott, 1984, “Non-Anthropocentric Value Theory and Environmental Ethics,”
American Philosophical Quarterly 21:299.

2L 3. Baird Callicott, 1985, “Intrinsic Value, Quantum Theory, and Evironmental Ethics,”
Environmental Ethics, vol 7, 257-275.

2 Holmes III , Rolston. 1988, Environmental Ethics: Duties to and Values in The Natural
World, (Philadelphia: Temple University Press), p. 113.
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2 ], Baird Callicott, 1986, “On the Intrinsic Value of Nonhuman Species,” in Bryan G..
Norton, ed., The Preservation of Species (Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1986),
pp. 138-172.
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% Holmes Il , Rolston. 1988, Environmental Ethics: Duties to and Values in The Natural
World, (Philadelphia: Temple University Press), pp. 1-2.
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2 Wilhelm Windelband, 1921, An Introduction to Philosophy, trans, Joseph McCabe
(London : T. Fisher Unwin), p. 215.

» Ralph Barton Perry, General Theory of Value ( Cambridge, Massachusetts : Harvard
University Press, 1926, 1954) , pp. 125, 115.
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