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Meditation on Wilderness
Tsuo-Ming Hsu”

Abstract

Under the mainstream thought of land cultivation, the west of America was
called the last frontier in the nineteenth century. But there were a few elites who
assembled together in clubs and urged to protect the wilderness. One of them is
John Muir (1838-1914), so-called father of national park. This legendary thinker
and activist’s early half of life was rather hard from the secular view. In spite of
poverty for a very long time, Muir traveled to almost all of wilderness of
America. His meditation on wilderness and nature writings inspired many
American’s longing for and passion to the wilderness profoundly. In this paper, |
will analyze Muir’s meditation on wilderness and point out that Muir’s ultimate
metaphysical ground of nature writing is his Christian belief.

Keywords: Muir, meditation on wilderness, ultimate metaphysical ground of
nature writing
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1 % R, James Miller and John Thompson, 2006, Almanac of American History, (Washington,
D. C: National Geographic Society), p. 143 ¢ X[ -

% |bid., pp.134-137, 3 % # p. 143 44318

¥ Alan Brinkley, 2009, American History: A Survey, 13th edition, Vol. II, (New York:



126 (ERBIEitH) % 634

TE LGRS EMET » T IO SE R PGS SR R Ry i B Y
HRL o MHABOEIEEAERGL - TR RAE H WG 5y - Hpiz—
SEMER R TERFEAREZA ) BREEE (John Muir, 1838-1914) -
1892 F » FBEAEMATE EAY N — R SR T T E R gE{H L
#0 1 (Sierra Club) » i H#HE B Rt - °

= D HAIRERE - B N A M B AR R AT B IR
A ERBEAES o AT ACRERIER G AE fiAs R 2138 BRI =2 N
BB A FEAHNEDR T » BRIERGZETIE 16 /N - °F
Fot%8% - MIAERTREE A R — B - TR ffER
BRTERAEY SN E 2 AR S - B RIS
o BEN RS TR AR - MARE IR EAREE - R
S T 2 2 B R BRI A B o AU HTRE RN
FyURICTRH - B AT R AR - BRI EERE

o
A

— - RERRA

RIS » B AR RE B SRR - TR - BT
B - EEOB A SR ERIRR © SR R

McGraw-Hill), p. 439.

* |bid, pp. 456-457.

® William Cronon, “chronology” of John Mui, in John Muir: Nature Writings, selected by
William Cronon, 1997, (New York: The Library of America), p. 845.

® Ibid., p. 836.

7 Ibid., p. 838.
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William Cronon, “chronology” of John Muir, in John Muir: Nature Writings, op. cit., p. 835.
' Ibid.

1 Ihid.

2 Ibid., pp. 835-837.
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16 John Muir: Nature Writings, selected by William Cronon, op. cit., p. 629.
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7 Ibid.

8 Ibid.
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York: Oxford University Press, p. 221.
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24 John Muir, 2004 [1911], My First Summer in the Sierra, New York: Dover Publications, Inc,
pp.1-3.

% Donald Worster, 2008, A Passion for Nature: The Life of John Muir, New York: Oxford
University Press, p. 3.

% John Muir, 2004[1911], My First Summer in the Sierra, op. cit., pp. 26-27.
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