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The Identity Transition of the Taiwanese
during the early Postwar Period

Tsui-lien Chen”

Abstract

Although the Chinese assumed rule over Taiwan during the early postwar period, a
Taiwanese revolt broke out after only a short time. Previous scholars have tended to explain
this from the perspective of ‘“cultural conflict”, arguing that different degrees of
modernization between Taiwan and China caused this event. This article examines this
problem from political and cultural perspectives, discussing patterns of dominance and
maintaining that the Kuomintang government was the same as Japanese colonial authorities in
terms of discrimination against the colonized. To Taiwanese, the idea of “restoration to the
mother country” ended up being “recolonized by compatriots”. This was the main reason for
Taiwanese resistance.

Since the period of Japanese rule, Taiwanese intellectuals had endeavored to organize an
anti-colonial movement, and established definite goals in political and cultural dimensions.
Politically, Taiwanese consciousness was formed, with people opposing colonial rule and
pursuing self-governance for Taiwan. Culturally, they advocated plural values, civilization, and
progress.

These Taiwanese welcomed the Chinese government following their escape from
Japanese colonization, and assumed that all of their ideals would be realized. However,
Chinese domination caused strong antipathy among the people, who felt that officials from
the mother country were not compatriots but oppressors who represented “the other”.

Taiwanese intellectuals soon awakened and reconsidered the future of Taiwan.
Culturally, they reevaluated the legacy of Japanese rule, identifying hybrid and plural cultural
features. Politically, they proposed plans about Taiwan’s future, with the options of
self-determination and independence also being discussed. This shows that the national
identity of Taiwanese had been transferred prior to the 228 Uprising.
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