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Biophilia, Contemplation in Nature and
Tao: Meng Xiangsen and His
Literary-Philosophical Style of
Environmental Writings

Ryh-Shin Jiang”
Abstract

Meng Xiangsen, also named Meng Dongli, is a productive writer, a
translator and a “student” of philosophy. He is also one of the pioneers in
the environmental protection movement in Taiwan. He constructs his natural
and environmental writings in notes and aphorisms, applies Fromm’s idea
“biophilia” to integrate his life experience and the philosophical reflection.
Due to the fragmentary and aphoristic writing style, he has been long
suffered from some literary critics. This paper, however, aims to point out
that it is precisely this fragmental writing that reveals an “Insight,” or better
Einsicht in German, within his notes or aphorisms. Indeed, Meng immerses
himself in the insight/Einsicht and practices the idea of biophilia in his
simple lifestyle. This can surely bring us to the deep reflection upon the
inner profundity of things and the reconsideration of the philosophical
meaning of biophilia. Moreover, one may go a step further to do a

comparative study of environmental philosophy between Meng and Laozi.

Keywords: biophilia, nature-environment writing, environmental

ethics, Laozi, Meng Xiangsen

* Adjunct Lecture, National Taipei University of Education / Hsing Wu University
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