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Environmental Aesthetics: East-West Dialogue

Holmes Rolston, IIT*
translated by Jun Qi"*

Abstract

This article provided questions and suggestions about Chinese
Environmental problems and aesthetics in a western perspective. Aiming at 4
aspects, “art and nature”, “urban, rural, wild”, “residence in place”, “ugly”, the
author posed 4 questions — Chinese landscape as a work of art? Are the Chinese
three dimensional persons? Is China like no place else on earth? What on
Chinese landscape is ugly? The article analyzed these questions by comparing
western environmental aesthetics with Chinese philosophy such as Confucius
and Mencius. At last, the author offered views on the development of Beautiful
China by discussing the relationships between environmental aesthetics and

ecoaesthetics, environmental policy.
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' Kong-jian Yu, 1995, “Cultural Variations in Landscape Preference: Comparisons among
Chinese Sub-groups and Western Design Experts,” Landscape and Urban Planning 32: 107-
126.
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? Wang-heng Chen; Su Feng, trans., 2015, Chinese Environmental Aesthetics (New York:
Rouledge), edited by Gerald Cipriani.
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* Yi-fu Tuan, 1974, Topophilia: A Study of Environmental Perception, Attitudes and Value
(Engelwood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice-Hall).
PR A B AREENF R > gy (Wi S o[ R S EwE Y

4% > k2 % “Richard Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein, Oklahoma! > )
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* Xin-zhong Yao, 2014, “An Eco-Ethical Interpretation of Confucian Tianren Heyl,” Frontiers
of Philosophy in China 9:570-585. Wang-heng Chen; Su Feng, trans., 2015, Chinese
Environmental Aesthetics.

¢ Confucius; James Legge, trans., 1971, Confucius: Confucian Analects, The Great Learning
& The Doctrine of the Golden Mean (NY: Dover Publications).
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7 Wei-ming Tu, 1998, “The Continuity of Being: Chinese Visions of Nature,” in Confircianism
and Ecology: The Interrelation of Heaven, Earth, and Humans, edited by Mary Evelyn
Tucker and John Berthrong (MS: Harvard University Press).

¥ Wei-ming Tu, 2010, “An ‘Anthropocosmic’ Perspective on Creativity,” Procedia Social and
Behavioral Sciences 2:7305-7311.
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° Mencius; Bryan W. Van Norden, tran., 2005, “ Mengzi (Mencius),” in Readings in Classical
Chinese Philosophy, 2nd edition, edited by Philip J. Ivanhoe, and Bryan Van Norden
(Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing Co), pp.115-159.
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0 Chris P. Nielsen, and Mun S. Ho, eds., 2013, Clearer Skies over China: Reconciling Air
Quality, Climate, and Economic Goals (Cambridge: The MIT Press). Chai Jing, 2015,
“Under the Dome”, Youtube, URL=https://m.youtube.com/watch?list=PLxU79dQZww
JPKEaR 1jM8iJQSOL9iMopog&v=PjHyAlOh4t8 (2015/04/02 ¥ & ) .

" (4 # 5K % 3 1 “Aman picks himself up when he picks up his trash™ o )



38 (I hpiedk) § 603

HE 2% ZESEEMRE - Ko RIS 0o (U MR iE A
HyamsE o ] H AR S ZAARMHE R - S5 T BINARM R
BEARAK - AR A B SNE AR - TS A B R AR A TR
pAER o hEIth A R AEATE RS MG - (EAR 217 RIS IRIE
AL AT © FRAPRAYIR BE R T HERAE TN - K LR TR
IR AFEIEVDRE AT > B T B pk s B - SE I A AU R
a1 B RS 7 B R RCE R T R R LA
B e TR ER AT —ER R

FHEBIREZ R R ER TR 7500 ERTEEFAMIREEATAS 2R
Hhpg BV B 2 LUSMEY 2 B RSB % - (BEF AP AlE
& TP BIRERRI NI ZRBE ST - £/ 840 FEENYIHY A IR E L
% o BEMETERRER > R ~ 356 - S MBI ik
B o PEIBEE LT B AR E R S B R AR RAEEM - B5E
SEH R AVRCRANA ? KA N BB BS TR R - HEPEUER
& BB LB R BNV RIIT RAE AN S A (P B R R BRI R
R ISEEANEEHIE T - REFUIR - &R R ANTE A
SSBE > RIBE AR sy A= sh ) A v e — 2 T B Pk -

ERE B LAy — B E R - B E (R ORI Y2
o FHERR G BB Z M R PR R B Y RO fE - it
JEWCE R RIS - \BIPREHERTEERERL
otz 3 5E e — S R A ) B AR - B AR RRETR
TR B ST - BRI EER SR - fEREA
M ERERTES - VD BB SN (JIRER) - T EEIY K58
TETRITIE R T R B PEERHY —(EAL B S 5= - MBS A SRS A
THEYER R o B S IBOR G AR SRR R R B R T



Wi g D ko £y chitE 39

ERRAUSZE ? R BEE SRS - HERSAY S T RS
H)—=F - SBEEEGEMRTTE ARESLAIRIFER —H HHNER
7

5~ RIRRBALREES | XEPE - EREAPE ?

R ANFIZBMBER AR TIERSR - AlRDE NS
FIFrBEIRERRIT o tPEABE R R BNy B S e8> Iz
AR A e R 7 E T e o
MGG EERTEGER ? FUKEMEG K - PERIREE X
F 2 A AR B il R B 3 i e A o SRR T A RE U i > A
—BRAKEERTL - — AR > — R ORI~ — BRI
o ? Wi SRR S e ESE — S RS e S TR TEAR
A BRI ATETE ?

HESREN A A DR rlREAE A N E B - (B E AT B 2A 2
MR EAORZHIBEE - 57 13 @OADS - B5F 52—
W ANBEE ARG - el B AR % ? 2EEAERERI AL
LEBIRTREAR AR - MRS IIEE R AR EHRE T R AT
LIRS - 2 R - BB RS TS R
BREFWE 2 ? X - HPTE s sz miensg -

AT > B S — S LR E AL E RS — - W HATE

12 Wwillett M. Kempton, James S. Boster, and Jennifer A. Hartley, 1996, Environmental Values
in American Culture (Washington, DC: Island Press).

3 Stephen R. Kellert, 2005, Building for Life: Designing and Understanding the Human-
Nature Connection (Washington, DC: Island Press).
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14 Qiang He, et al., 2014, “Economic Development and Coastal Ecosystem Change in China,”
Scientific Reports 4 (5995):1-9.
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TR AhE R AE SRR o B ARBEIREALE - EAZIK
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'3 Aldo Leopold, 1968, 4 Sand County Almanac (New York: Oxford University Press).
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scape’ : a Bland, Boring, Bad landscape.” )
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