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The Reflection of Intrinsic Value
Shen-Si Qu”

Abstract

Among the various statements of environmental ethics, the concept of
intrinsic value is an important and core issue. Before the scholars found their
main discourses, they usually have to clarify this concept first for their stance,
especially for the ecocentrism and biocentrism. The strategies of discussion
about intrinsic value try to endow the other beings with intrinsic value; either to
raise the moral status of other members in nature, or to devalue the original
moral status of human being, it tries to make an equal consideration between
human and other members in nature, aiming at the protection, respect and
cherishing for nature. However, the proposition of the concept of intrinsic value
arouses the different viewpoints. Such debates show that concept of intrinsic
value is necessary for the developing the notion of environmental ethics. I
wonder if there is any more stable argument to replace the controversies. |
suggest the autonomy principles of Confucianism mentioned in Yi-zhuan,
especially the self-accomplishment of a virtuous person who tries his/her best to
take care all aspects of the environment, including other members in nature. By
such approach, I try to rebuild the concept of intrinsic value and its practice.

Keywords: intrinsic value, anthropocentrism, Yi-zhuan, the virtuous

person

" Doctoral Graduate, Graduate Institute of Philosophy, National Central University.
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3 Ibid., pp. 294-295.
4 Ibid., p. 261.
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2004, The case for animal rights (California: University of California Press, 2nd edition),
pp. 29-30. Peter Singer, 1993, Practical Ethics (New York: Cambridge University Press,
2nd edition), p. 70.

19 Peter Singer, Practical Ethics, p. 121.
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Kant, 1998, “Rational Beings Alone Have Moral Worth,” Environmental Ethics: readings
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Company, 5th edition), pp. 62-65.
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Blackwell Publishing Ltd.), pp. 306-308.

'7 Bryan G. Norton, “Values in Nature: A Pluralistic Approach,” p. 307.
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