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Bioethics as Respect and Love of Life
—Some Reflections on Fritz Jahr’s Thought
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Abstract

The term “Bioethics” has been known as being coined by Dr. Van Potter of
USA in 1970. But the recent new research has discovered that the term had
actually been used by Dr. Fritz Jahr of Germany as early as 1927. Dr. Jahr
appealed that ethics cannot only be about human relations, but should be
extended to all living beings therefore he used a new word “bio-ethics” to
describe his thought. This article will introduce his basic thinking and since his
bioethics reflects much similar teachings of ancient Chinese philosophers, thus a

comparison between the two will be attempted.
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