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Humanities Reform of Medical Ethic Education
from the Perspective of Narratology

Hui-ju Lin"

Abstract

Literature professor Anne Hudson Jones, who was one of the American
scholars engaging in the teaching of medical humanities in early stage, gave a
speech in Bern, Switzerland in 2012 to discuss the problems that have persisted in
the past 30 years concerning the development of medical humanities in the United
States. Her speech served as a reference for administering medical education
programs in various countries. Jones asserted that the primary problem of this field
is that medical humanities has been marginalized and overlooked because of the
difference and contradiction between science and literature. No matter professional
literacy or bioethics, the disciplines that were originally highly related to humanities
have mostly been monopolized by scholars with the background of biomedicine or
social science. This noticeably violates the essence of educational reform in medical
humanities advocated in the Flexner Report. Narrative medicine emphasizes that
through the cultivation of narrative capability, the humanistic perception in clinical
experience can be reconstructed. Therefore, this study adopted narratology theories
to examine the existing problems in medical ethic education, clarifying that the
educational goal of medical ethics involves not only cultivating capability of ethical
reasoning, but also incorporating epistemological, aesthetical, and ethical

approaches to provide a comprehensive humanities education.

Keywords: Medical humanities, Narrative medicine, Medical ethics, Medical
education

* Associate Professor, Center for Humanities and Arts Education, Kaohsiung Medical University.
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' C. P. Snow, 1959, “The Rede Lecturer, 1959,” in The Two Cultures (New York: Cambridge
University Press, 1998), pp. 1-52.
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Medical Journal) 312:71.
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* P. A. Cuff, N. A. Vanselow, 2004, Improving Medical Education: Enhancing the
Behavioraland Social Science Content of Medical School Curricula (Washington: National

AcademiesPress).
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% Jones, A. H., 2012, ““History, Development, and Current Challenges of Medical Humanities,”
presented at the University of Texas Medical Branch, Swiss Academies of Arts and Sciences,
(Berne, Switzerland. March 16, 2012).

7 Jones, A. H., 2013, “Why Teach Literature and Medicine? Answers from Three Decades,”
Journal of Medical Humanities 34 (4):415-428.
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% Joanne Trautmann, Carol Pollard, 1975, “Literature and Medicine: An Annotated Bibliography,”
Philadelphia: Society for Health and Human Values (Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburg
Press, 1982 revised edition).

? Kathryn Montgomery Hunter, 1991, Doctors’ Stories: The Narrative Structure of Medical
Knowledge, Princeton (NJ: Princeton University Press).
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Rita Charon, 2001, “Narrative Medicine: A Model for Empathy, Reflection, Profession, and
Trust,” JAMA 286 (15): 1897-1902.
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