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Analysis of Long-term Care of Health Care Needs
based on the Difference of Principle

Yu-shuang Hsiao"

Abstract

Disabled elderlies and their caregivers are vulnerable and dependent
persons. They have to face the situations where they cannot take food, get
clothed, live by themselves, and the heavy burden of the cost of caring for
chronic diseases, medical expenses, social and domestic provisions, etc.

In this essay, I have examined the discussions between Norman Daniels,
Martha C. Nussbaum and Eva F. Kittay, and then adopted Kittay’s idea of
“dependence” and “derivative dependence” of the elderlies and their care-takers,
advocating to offer them the necessary resources according to their fair equality
of opportunities. But I argue that, it should be based on the difference principle,
in order to establish and secure the rights of the disabled elderlies and caregivers
and the reasonable sharing of care resources. For the difference principle
emphasizes the caring of the most disadvantaged and disabled elderlies and they
are among the most disadvantaged. Hence the difference principle could
protect them and their needs most appropriately.

The present research confirms that the principle of difference can be the
foundation of long-term care ethics, that it could also be used to improve

feeding method to meet the health-care needs of the disabled elderly.

* RN, Director, Jerry Elderly Care Center, Nantou Country; PhD, Graduate Institute of
Philosophy, National Central University.
E-mail: syh2271766(@gmail.com
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Furthermore, I propose that if the government plans to legalize long-term care
insurance, it should take the democratic procedure in dialogues with experts,
scholars, pharmacy industry, relevant organizations and associations, in order to

draft a proper and just long-term care program.

Keywords: Health care needs, Long-term care, Difference Principle
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3 John Rawls, 2001, Justice as Fairness: A Restatement (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard

University Press), pp. 62-63.

Ronald Dworkin, 1989, “The Original Position,” in Reading Rawls, edited by Normal

Daniels (Stanford, California: Stanford University Press), p. S1.

B A L AT Jidnibd o B2 o ISP ANET KPR FE Sl Eo e F
XA HE L > BB Bt 2k 319455 S35 8% o John Rawls, 4 Theory of
Justice. p. 83.



100 (fen t51i=4h) 7 613e

(% : AUETRERA > REWEE =] - A PRIERS
JFALERy 7 PEbR_Eotint & (AR N E 7 Bl (o ARV > (S fl st (2
NMEE A LB - FATHE NE R G PSR EEf - 2R
IR AALRY R — R AR B & - R ANt - BRI R ET R &R
HARDEC » AR R A R B AT e 42 B SFHO TS DU 2R RO 2
A Z ISR AL © FE I T LB S AR (R R R AU SR (R
F - TR B 2R ] RERUI N PSR - L BE A NS EI AR LATE
1AL & &R R -

FHERIHT (Norman Daniels) 385 - {2 FEIREERR KEAMERF VI
HIDRERVERPY - WG H SRR wmAHE S - ¥ > DRI S 88L)
BEZIEHGENE - B 7 Ve MR RN K - FHemii/ i 8EygEs
KEEE - s T EE - HERERTERERLS  EERER
EEAAEEE - TP EAGE MR EE G M DU (B TR A8 A B AR
B (BEseht ) ~ i Rt & AT sC IR AR B R IS ~ oMo e (i R Y
it & NRZHEE SRS - WIEHLEEFTREHZSRE - KEE
BREIhEEZIEEENE - JERZAG Time - DA IRk & B e (2 A
RS - USRI LIRS R R EE A - T
e PR IGERR RV RATMERTA MR R R A - 1 BRI R R
FAFRAHEMEECTK - ERERIAIRY - EaZEEnt & 221
Fam R EREETE RS AR SR - WS LE A IR E

¢ Norman Daniels, 2008, Just health: Meeting health needs fairly (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press), pp. 34-35.

7 Ibid., pp. 84-92. Norman Daniels, 2002, “Justice and Long-Term Care: Need We Abandon
Social Contract Theory?”” in WHO, Ethical Choices in Long-Term Care: What Does Justice
Require? Website, URL= http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/notes/ethical_choic es.pdf.
p.-71 (2011/05/23 # & ) .
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% Martha C. Nussbaum, 2006, Frontiers of justice: Disability, nationality, species membership
(Cambridge, Mass: Belknap Press of Harvard University Press), pp. 76-81.

’ Ibid., p.12, 71,31, 40, 44, 51, AL & * fAaa 2 B 5 LR TR B > F LB R
AA kB ERGNLE e AR IHASZEN DL EAFILH N
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' E_F. Kittay, “Can Contractualism Justify State-Supported Long-Term Care Politics? Or, I'd
Rather Be Some Mother’s Child—A Reply to Nussbaum and Daniels,” WHO, Ethical
Choices in Long-Term Care: What Does Justice Require? Website, URL= http://www.who.
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