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The Action and Construction of
Taiwan Forest Philosophy

Jr-Hao Tsai”

Abstract

Taiwan is a mountainous island formed by orogeny; the forests are highly
capable of self-restoring. While mid-elevation areas are vulnerable to natural
hazards, and being the core area of homeland security, the immense forests of
Taiwan Red Cypress and Taiwan Yellow Cedar were cut down in last century.
Additionally, due to agriculture in mountain areas, natural forest can’t restore
itself. The problems of Taiwan forests are caused by misunderstanding of forest
ecology, therefore, education is extremely important and should be provided to
improve the basic knowledge. The intention of the thesis is to explore and
develop forest philosophy through the discussion of reforestation. Reforestation
is more than just about trees; the purpose is to inspire the way of thinking. To
human society, the answers to many questions lie in the ways of thinking.

The genes and thinking of each individual last forever, and will not be
destroyed when death comes. Bodies come and go as waves, gathering between
time and space. Because the human values of altruism and helping others, most
of us ultimately want to lead meaningful lives. Time serves as a ruler to measure
meaningfulness. By promoting reforestation and the restored forests will still
exist in fifty years. Furthermore, the value of treating land well will extend
individual consciousness to life community as a whole, leading individual
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thinking to a new way and influence human society.

Taiwan has been under quasi-colonial rules. The people in Taiwan being
responsible is the key to end colonialism. The responsible people are to decide
not to exploit the land and make adjustments to live on limited incomes. The
people are to decide to work on the land and treat the land we live on as home.
Only by breaking-away from colonialism, can the people build environmental
ethics on the land and to heal the wounds of 400 years of colonialism.

Keywords: Reforestation, quasi-colonialism, environmental ethics
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