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The Promotion and Practice of Music Courses in
Higher Education

Shan-Ken Chien”

Abstract

The main content of this thesis is to explore how music courses in higher
education can achieve the concept of holistic education through different levels
and dimensions. The author begins with his experience in teaching general
music courses at Chung Yuan Christian University in the past three years. In this
thesis, he also explains how to successfully integrate music courses from high
school to higher education. Therefore, the thesis is divided into six paragraphs.
The first paragraph of the preface where the author not only mentions about the
current implementation guidelines for the “High School 99 Curriculum” but also
analyzes the content of “108 Curriculum” which will begin to practice next year.
Through different passages, the author expresses how music courses in higher
education could smoothly be connected from “General High Schools’ required
courses” of “108 Curriculum.”

The content of the second paragraph is “Course Structure.” Through the
course structure, the four major types of general education courses “The Creator,
Humanity, the Entire Creation, and the Individual self” will be explained. In
addition, the author further explains the content of course planning and
curriculum of course design. The third paragraph of the thesis is about “Core
Literacy.” The author mentions three parts of the core literacy and the six sub-
parts established by the students in high school. In addition, the author further

" Assistant Professor, Center of General Education.
E-mail: shanken@cycu.org.tw



20 (EAGIEIFH) F 654

proposes three layers of core literacy that are indispensable for music courses in
higher education. These three layers are “the establishment of knowledge and
capabilities”, “the use of media and technology” and “the link between groups
and culture.” These three layers are supported by the curriculum as an example.

The “Learning Emphasis” of the fourth paragraph is an extension of the
three core literacy. The thesis refers to the "Learning Facets” and "Key
Connotations.” The fourth paragraph of the thesis also uses the three dimensions
of “Learning Facets” including “expression”, “appreciation” and “practice.”
Besides the “Learning Facets”, there are six aspects of “Key Connotations”
encompassing “Singing Performance”, “Creation Presentation”, “Music
Appreciation”, “Aesthetic Understanding”, “Art Participation”, and “Life
Application.” The author explains how he has established these three
dimensions and six aspects to implement the courses. On the other hand, the
course implementation is further illustrated by six aspects of “key connotation.”

The fifth paragraph is an introduction to his own teaching case. This
teaching sample is to create a student's painting narrative through group mode.
The last paragraph is to summarize the overall concept of promotion and
practice music courses in higher education.

Keywords: music courses in higher education, 108 Curriculum, four major
types of general education courses, student’s painting narrative
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