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An Ethical Analysis of Patient Right to Autonomy Act
of Taiwan

Meng-Chien Lin"

Abstract

The first Asian law of Patient Right to Autonomy Act was passed three
years ago and implemented on 6 January, 2019. It is a bill after the Act of
Palliative Treatment, taking the patient as the subject of decision, and it concerns
the rights of terminal patients. In this paper, | begin with a comparison of the two
bills to show the basic principles and the way it promotes the protection of the
patient’s right in medical treatment. Its ethical justifications is further analyzed
according to bioethical principles, namely the basic principle of respect of
autonomy and the practical procedures in the principle of informed consent. |
try to show how to fulfil the respect of the right of patients’ autonomy and self-
determination with some suggestions for further improvement.

Keywords: Patient Right to Autonomy Act, Principle of Respect of Autonomy,
Principle of Informed Consent, Hospice Palliative Care Act,
Biomedical Ethics
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