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Critical Examination on the Regulations of Living
Organ Donation in Taiwan and Hong Kong: A
Confucian Perspective

Hon-Chung Wong *

Abstract

In 2017, a controversial incident of living organ donation in Hong Kong
attracted public concern. A girl who turned 18 years old after three months
hoped to donate part of her liver to her mother who urgently needed a liver
transplant, but she was refused because she was under the age of legal organ
donation. As people in Hong Kong were debating whether the age limit for live
donation should be relaxed, an adult young woman who had never met with that
mother and daughter voluntarily donated part of her liver to the former, so that
she could eventually receive a liver transplant. However, this lady would not be
able to do so if this incident happened in Taiwan. According to the Human
Organ Transplant Act, not only must the donor be at least 18 years old, but even
adult donors (aged 20 or above) of living organs can only donate their organs to
their spouse, or their blood relatives within the fifth degree. This paper aims at
examining the rationality of living organ donation regulations in Taiwan and
Hong Kong from the Confucian point of view and comparison with similar
cases in other countries.
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